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to other social groups—the home, the school, society at large-
loyalty to which frequently conflicts with that due to the gang.
Thus we have what is usually termed * school boy morality,' the
boy cheating and lying to his master in the supposed interests
of the gang.
Such conduct, thoroughly unsatisfactory though it is, should
be understood and treated sympathetically by the master. He
must try to convince boys that he is not the natural enemy of
the gang, and make every effort to enlist it, with its energies
and loyalties, in the service of the wider society of the school.
Here the schoolmaster may well learn from the Scoutmaster,
who adopts the psychological method of organizing the natural
hunting-pack into a troop of Wolf Cubs, using the gang-spirit
for ends which he considers desirable. One cannot admire
too much the soundness of the psychology which forms the
background of the whole of the Scout movement.
A third marked characteristic of later childhood is the out-
ward look. The boy of ten or eleven is naturally an extrovert
—that is, one who is concerned with objects outside himself
rather than with his own mental life. He revels in outdoor
activities—in games and in camping. His interests are
supremely practical: he is intensely curious as to how things
work, and he picks up a mass of information on various topics
which is a matter of perpetual surprise to his elders.
Our psychology of adolescence ought to be less tentative
than that of early childhood, for we have our own recollections
to guide us. Yet there is a strong tendency in us to forget this
period of life, because of the weakness and humiliation that
were such characteristic features of it. This explains the un-
sympathetic attitude toward adolescents exhibited by many
parents and other adults. The student looking forward to
work among young people will do well to recall now, before
they are forgotten, the events and the mental attitudes of his
own adolescent years.
From jsl theoretical standpoint adolescence is best regarded
as a recapitulation of the first period of life, as a second turn
of tEe spiral of development. The adolescent no longer
exhibits the stability that marked his later childhood, but

